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0.2in.Excerpt: . . . enough to let her body through. But first of all she must make sure that it led to safety. It was
not full daylight outside; beyond the wall there appeared to be, not open space, but another confined chamber.
Supposing she climbed up and got through, how far would she have to drop to reach the ground on the other
side and what if she should find herself only in another place from which escape would be no easier than from
the pit To stand on one foot was fatiguing, and Tommy had to sit down and rest for a little. She had now
recovered from her panic, and was ready to bend all her young wits upon the problem of escape. Presently a
means occurred to her of discovering at least whether it would be safe for her to make an attempt to clamber
through the aperture. She felt along the floor for a piece of rock, and standing up again, dropped it over the
ledge. In an instant there came a faint thud, and immediately aCerwards a great whirring and screaming. She
was quick to infer that the ground was at some depth below the opening, and that the falling rock had
disturbed a colony of birds of some kind. Can I be at the top of a cliE she thought. Plainly it was impossible to
escape in this direction. The dashing of her hope almost made Tommy weep. She had done no good; indeed
had only wasted time. There was nothing for it but to crawl back to the pit; and as she wearily crept through
the passage despair seized upon her heart; she felt the choking sensation of helpless...
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