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Print on Demand *****.Evapotranspiration (ET) was quantified
over plant communities within the Big Cypress National
Preserve (BCNP) using the eddy covariance method for a
period of 3 years from October 2007 to September 2010. Plant
communities selected for study included Pine Upland, Wet
Prairie, Marsh, Cypress Swamp, and Dwarf Cypress. These
plant communities are spatially extensive in southern Florida,
and thus, the ET measurements described herein can be
applied to other humid subtropical locations such as the
Everglades. The 3-year mean annual ET was about 1,000, 1,050,
1,100, 930, and 900 mm (millimeters) at the Dwarf Cypress, Wet
Prairie, Cypress Swamp, Pine Upland, and Marsh sites,
respectively. Spatial differences in annual ET were
considerable due to the recovery of the Marsh site from
extensive forest fire and drought conditions. Temporal
variability in annual ET was relatively small at sites that were
well watered (Dwarf Cypress, Wet Prairie, Cypress Swamp, Pine
Upland) over the 3-year study. In other words, locations that
were well watered appeared to have similar annual ET rates.
Diurnal water-level variability was observed in response to ET
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