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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER VIl. PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS Men who make
their mark in their generation, and exercise a wide or lasting influence upon their contemporaries, do so either
by their deeds, or by their words, or by their personal qualities. Their deeds and their words live after them, or
may do so, but the inspiration and the charm of a commanding or an engaging personality follows him who
possessed it to the grave, or lives only in the memories of those who had the advantage of enjoying his
friendship and familiar presence. Dr. Harper was essentially a man of action, and I have tried hitherto to give
some account of what he did. What he said is of less importance. He was not naturally eloquent, in the ordinary
acceptation of the term: indeed, his words may be said to have partaken ordinarily more of the nature of
actions than of utterances, and he left behind him singularly few letters, and those rarely of anything but
private or temporary interest. It remains to attempt to describe what sort of a man he was in himself, and what
it was in him which inspired such genuine affection and esteem in the hearts of friends of the most varied
characters and positions in life. Nature had bestowed on him, in an eminent degree, the blessings of a sound
body, a sound mind, and a sound heart. Here was, in a word, the secret of his power. There was no...
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