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Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.3in.Over the last decade, concern about the issues of global climate change and
rising greenhouse gas emissions has grown significantly. This concern has spurred an elaborate series of
international meetings and agreements seeking to stabilize atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations. In
1992, at Rio de Janeiro, more than 160 countries, including the United States, signed the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The signatories were in agreement regarding the
potential negative effects of climate change under a business as usual future. Under the Convention, the
developed countries (referred to as Annex | countries) were assigned primary responsibility for addressing the
climate change issue. However, at the first two Conferences of Partiesl called to discuss methods for
implementing the Convention, a strong debate ensued regarding what policy instruments should be used to
curb global climate change, and what, if any, targets and timetables should be set for achieving emission
reductions. Most Annex | nations announced a series of voluntary targets and initiatives for meeting emission
reduction goals. By 1996, it had become clear that greenhouse gas emission levels in most Annex | countries
were rising despite voluntary efforts to reduce emissions. A consensus for firmer targets and timetables was
building. At the Third Conference of Parties, held in Kyoto, Japan in December 1997 a series of firm emission
reduction targets were agreed to by the Parties. Developed countries agreed to reduce their greenhouse gas
emissions by an average of 5. 2 percent from 1990 levels by 2008-2012. While the resulting Kyoto Protocol was
signed in 1997 by the United States and other industrialized countries, it was never ratified by the U. S. Senate,
and the Administration recently announced its intention of...
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