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aspects -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Executive Summary xv and change are less able to do so. It is in this
context that climate change will act as major force for coastal and marine environments, interacting with the
cumulative impact of both natural and human-caused stresses on ecological systems and resources. With few
exceptions, the potential consequences of climate change are not yet being considered in a management
context, despite the fact that it has been shown that planning protection or retreat strategies for coastal
developments can substantially reduce the economic impacts of inundation and shoreline migration. Some of
these exceptions are the coastal management programs in Maine, Rhode Island, South Carolina, and
Massachusetts, which have implemented various forms of easement policies to ensure that wetlands and
beaches can migrate inland as sea-level rises. However, scientific uncertainties and the long time scales relative
to more immediate problems continue to act as barriers to the development and adoption of management
responses. Thus, coping strategies should fully consider and integrate climate variability and change into
coastal planning, and implement mitigation and adaptation mechanisms that oHer the best chance for the
long-term sustainability of coastal resources. This item ships from La Vergne,TN. Paperback.
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