
The Substance of Things Seen: Art, Faith, and the Christian Community ̂  eBook / Y447GKFMLJ

The Substance of Things Seen:
Art, Faith, and the Christian
Community

By ROBIN M. JENSEN

Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company September 2004, 2004.
Paper Back. Book Condition: New. The formative power of the
beautiful is, first of all, an attraction. Trained as both artist and
church historian, Robin Jensen astutely points out that
attraction is the divine energy which enlivens beauty and serves
as impetus for love's creative and transformative power. In her
earlier book, Understanding Early Christian Art, Jensen
concluded that ''both verbal and visual eventually come down to
the same thing and reinforce one another.'' Just as John Cassian
describes the effect of chanting the Psalms day after day -- ''He
[the monk] will take into himself all the thoughts of the
Psalmsanot as if they were the compositions of the Psalmist, but
rather as if they were his own utterances and his very own
prayer'' -- so, too, visual art engages us as spectator and creator
-- drawing us into beauty, and by virtue of this imaginative
encounter, helping us take responsibility for the subsequent life
of art in the world. Jensen's survey in Substance of Things Seen
encompasses visual art and spiritual formation in Christian
tradition, the visual exegesis of narrative art in early Christianity,
the question of the icon as...
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Reviews

Definitely among the best publication We have possibly read through. I really could comprehended everything using
this published e ebook. Its been written in an exceedingly straightforward way and it is simply a>er i finished reading
through this ebook through which basically altered me, change the way i believe.
-- Mr . Ma la chi B lock      

Great electronic book and useful one. It can be writter in straightforward terms rather than di?icult to understand.
Once you begin to read the book, it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- K ia n Ha r ber     
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