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its results. We are sometimes inclined to sneer at the mere
analytical chemist; but let us remember that the analyst is
always conservative, orthodox and safe; his work is the bed-rock
of all chemical foundation, and without this safe foundation
there can be no safe superstructure. It was the analytical work of
such men as Bergman, Klaproth, Vauquelin, Wenzel, Richter and
Proust, which prepared the chemical world for the atomic
theory of Dalton. It was the analytical work of Gay-Lussac and
Humboldt, on the volume-combination of gases, which laid the
basis for the hypothesis of Avogadro and Ampere, that equal
volumes of all gases, temperature and pressure being equal,
contain the same number of molecules. It was the work of
Berzelius in collating his own analytical results and that of
others, which made him an authority on matters of chemical
law and theory....
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