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illustrated. 1819. Excerpt: . . . the faithful who present their children to be baptized, and to the infants
themselves who are washed in the holy water. -- The children also receive some advantage from their baptism,
their ingraDment into the body of the Church being a more peculiar recommendation of them to the other
members; and aDerwards, when they grow to years of maturity, it operates upon them as a powerful stimulus
to a serious attention to the worship of God, by whom they were accepted as his children, by the solemn symbol
of adoption, before they were capable of knowing Him as their Father. It is obvious to remark, that the
Reformer speaks here in both instances only of the faithful, by which he means the Elect alone, and their
children; but denies that Regeneration, even to them, is the immediate eFect of Baptism, still less that it is so in
the case of those who are not elect. He confines the nature of the ceremony (for, strictly speaking, it is with him
no sacrament) to its symbolic representation. This being Calvins acknowledged doctrine, allow me to show,
how far on this point yours will coincide, as I collect it from your writings. Early in your Plain Reasons, you use
this expression: We imbibe from education an historical faith in the Scriptures, and so learn to reject the
idolatry of the Heathen, and the avowed infidelity of the Jew; but till we derive divine light and life from the...
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