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the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence: At Charlotte, N. C., May 20, 1875 My Countrymen: Being a
descendant, on one side of the house, from the Old North State, and having spent several years of my boyhood
under her classic oaks in old Orange, my feelings kindle with more than ordinary interest on this proud
occasion. Thousands of hearts, familiar with the cradle songs of Carolina, far beyond the blue mountains in the
West, now pulsate in unison with your own. Gladly have | come from the Great Daughter, Tennessee, to bear her
kindly greetings, and to mingle her voice in your rejoicing. The voice of her Legislature and Historical Society
was but the voice of the State, in the expression of her interest in this celebration. Children of Carolina! Sons of
Freedom! Patriots of our Common Country! This celebration is the festival of the heart upon the glorious
memories of the past. That people have far sunk in degeneracy, and have become as the dry bones in the
valley, when they feel no stir of inspiration, as the images of their illustrious fathers are passing before their
eyes. The heart, not the head of a nation, is the fountain of patriotism, bravery and virtue. The emotional
nature of a people, like the sea, contains the saline virtues which purify and preserve the State. The living age is
but a pensioner on the works and wisdom of the past. It has been the custom of all civilized nations to celebrate
the ancestral deeds and virtues to stimulate the rivalry of the future generations. The ancient Greeks erected
monuments and...
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